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AnswerbothsectionAandonequestionfromSectionB

SectionA

SectionA:Compulsory

OneofthecentralconcernsofSociologyistoexplainhowandwhy

societiesholdtogether.Whatpreventssocietiesbreakingdowninto

lawlessnessandchaos?Thisisknownastheproblemofsocialorder.There

areessentiallytwotypesofexplanationofsocialorder.Oneisassociated

withfunctionalisttheoryandtheworkofEmileDurkheimandTalcott

Parsonsinparticular.Functionalistsfocusontheroleofsharednorms

andvaluesinmaintainingcohesioninsociety.Thesecondexplanationof

socialorderderivesfromtheMarxisttradition.ForMarx,socialorderis

theproductofthebalanceofpowerbetweencompetinggroups.This

involves the powerfulconstraining weaker groups,with cohesion

sustainedthrougheconomicpressures,politicalandlegalcoercion,and

rulingclassideology.Thistypeoforderimpliesongoingconflictanda

struggleforchange,ratherthanenduringstability.InMarxisttheory,

theStateplaysakeyroleinmanagingconflictandmaintainingsocial

controlintheinterestsoftherulingclass.

(a)Whatismeantbythetermideology? [2]

(b)Describetwoexamplesofhoweconomicpressuresmayplayapartin

maintainingsocialorder. [4]



(c)ExplaintheroleoftheStateinmanagingconflictandmaintaining

socialcontrol. [8]

(d)AssessthestrengthsandlimitationsofthefunctionalistandMarxist

theoriesofsocialorder. [11]

SectionB:Chooseonequestion

1.‘Greatercertaintycanbeachievedinsociologicalresearchbyusingthe

methodsfavouredbypositivists’.Explainandassess. [25]

2.‘Thetheoreticalapproachfavouredbythesociologististhemainfactor

influencinghisorherchoiceofresearchmethods.’Explainandassess

thisview. [25]


